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The BrahMos Missile System passes through Rajpath during the 60th Republic Day Parade in New Delhi on January 26.
(Inset) Ambassador Ronen Sen hoists the Indian flag at the Indian Embassy in Washington, DC on the occasion of the 60th Republic Day on January 26.

India celebrates its 60th Republic Day

B India’s services
sector records 10 to
20 percent growth this
fiscal, says a study

by FICCI.

B India will have a
demand for 85-90 mn
people across various
sectors, says Boston
Consulting Group.

B L&T has signed an
MoU with Westinghouse
Electric Company to
offer pressurized water
nuclear reactors.
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Indla celebrates |ts 60th Republlc Day

A spectacular view of Rajpath from the top of India Gate, during the 60th Republic Day Parade- 2009
in New Delhi on January 26.

lending military might with the
B country’s rich cultural diversi-

ty, India on January 26 cele-
brated its 60th Republic Day with a
grand and colorful parade in the capi-
tal. Under a gentle winter sun, thou-
sands of soldiers as well as paramilitary
and police personnel marched from
Vijay Chowk near the Rashtrapati
Bhavan or the presidential palace to the
Mughal-built Red Fort in an annual
event that began on a modest scale in
1950 when India wunveiled its
Constitution.

In the absence of Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh, who was recuperat-
ing after a heart surgery, Defence
Minister A.K. Antony officiated and
paid homage to the Unknown Soldier
at India Gate, a World War-I memori-
al in the heart of the capital.

Marching alongside the soldiers on
Rajpath — the central boulevard lead-
ing from Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate — were hundreds of school stu-
dents who rendered stirring songs and
dances representing India’s cultural
diversity.

President Smt. Pratibha Devisingh
Patil took the salute as the Supreme
Commander of the armed forces.
Kazakhsthan President Nursultan
Nazarbayev was the Chief Guest and
watched the 150-minute spectacle with
keen interest.

President Obama
greets India

reeting India on its 60th Republic Day,

U.S. President Barack Obama said the
Indian people “have no better friend and part-
ner than the people of the U.S". Here is the
text of the message:

“As the people of India and people of
Indian origin in America and around the world
celebrate Republic Day on January 26, | send
the warmest greetings of the American people
to the people of India. Together, we celebrate
our shared belief in democracy, liberty, plural-
ism, and religious tolerance. Our nations have
built broad and vibrant partnerships in every
field of human endeavor. Our rapidly growing
and deepening friendship with India offers
benefits to all the world's citizens as our sci-
entists solve environmental challenges
together, our doctors discover new medicines,
our engineers advance our societies, our
entrepreneurs generate prosperity, our educa-
tors lay the foundation for our future genera-
tions, and our governments work together to
advance peace, prosperity, and stability
around the globe. It is our shared values that
form the bedrock of a robust relationship
across peoples and governments.

“Those values and ideals provide the
strength that enables us to meet any chal-
lenge, particularly from those who use vio-
lence to try to undermine our free and open
societies. As the Indian people celebrate
Republic Day, they should know that they have
no better friend and partner than the people of
the United States. It is in that spirit, that | also
wish Prime Minister Singh a quick recovery.”
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The President presented posthu-
mous Ashok Chakra awards, the
country’s highest gallantry award in
peacetime, to 10 widows and a moth-
er of soldiers and policemen who had
died fighting terrorists in Mumbai,
New Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir.

If the Indian Army showcased its
lethal T-90 and T-72 main battle tanks,
armored personnel carriers, bullet-
proof vehicles and other heavy equip-
ment, the Indian Air Force displayed a
mock-up of its soon-to-be-acquired
Phalcon airborne warning and control
systems (AWACS).

The Indian Navy displayed a model
of its newly-acquired INS Jalashwa
troop carrier that can transport into
action a full battalion of 900 soldiers.

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation displayed a
range of missiles, including the
nuclear-capable Agni-IIl that has a
range of over 3,000 km and the
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile,
jointly developed with Russia.

The parade began with a contingent
of the 61st Cavalry, the only such
horse-mounted regiment in the world.
Overhead, four Mi-17 helicopters
showered rose petals on the spectators
along Rajpath. The crowds on both
sides of the roads extended all the way
up to the Red Fort.

Marching contingents of the Army,
Navy and Air Force besides paramili-
tary and police forces stood out in their
colorful uniforms and headgear pro-
viding a vivid and spectacular palate of
colors. Bringing up the rear were 16
tableaux depicting an eclectic canvas
ranging from the fauna of Assam’s
Kaziranga National Park to Kerala’s
Onam festival.

The spectators were captivated at the
sight of army personnel forming a
human pyramid on nine motorcycles,
holding aloft the National Flag.

The grand finale was the flypast by
the Indian Air Force. A variety of air-
craft ranging from helicopters to
combat jets zoomed across the sky
and literally brought the spectators to
their feet. —
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President Pratibha Patil calls for strong
international action agamst terrorlsm

resident Smt. Pratibha
P Devisingh Patil on January 25

said India was located in a
region that harbored the epicenter of
terrorism, and appealed to the interna-
tional community to take decisive and
united action against the scourge. “As a
responsible nation, the conduct of our
foreign relations since Independence
has been to promote peace and devel-
opment,” the President said in her
address to the nation on the eve of
Republic Day.

Excerpts from her speech:

“For six decades we have been a
democratic Republic and have been
guided by the principles of justice, lib-
erty, equality and fraternity. The 60th
milestone is marked with the many
successes that we have achieved in dif-
ferent fields, and a host of issues that
need our attention.

We have witnessed, in the last one
year, major events in the financial and
security scenario both at the global
and the national level — terrorism
and violence, natural disasters,
volatility in oil and food prices, and a
global economic slowdown. These
tested the inherent structures and
systems for dealing with emergent
situations, throwing up challenges of
addressing inadequacies and high-
lighting the need to reinforce moni-
toring and response mechanisms.

In the terrorist attacks in our cities
and in different States many innocent
lives were lost. The nation was out-
raged. However, contrary to what the
terrorists had hoped, the event saw the
emergence of a unified and strong
voice from India.

Unity is our greatest strength. It is
that unique amalgam which trans-
forms the over one billion individuals
of the country into an over one billion
strong resolve of one nation. It is this
unity which has seen us through dif-
ficult times and is what we must pre-
serve as we seek to fulfill our nation-
al ambitions and goals.

One of the priority tasks faced by us
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is to secure the nation against terrorist
and fundamentalist elements. The
Government has put in place a new
agency to deal with terrorist threats and
has also brought in legislative changes.
A determined, coordinated and con-
certed approach by all agencies to tack-
le this menace would be necessary.

Our Constitution is our charter of
democracy and of the rights of the
people. Individual freedom and digni-
ty is guaranteed under the fundamen-
tal  rights included in the
Constitution. The development
process itself is becoming an increas-
ingly participatory activity.

I believe each one of us is a proud
Indian, willing to work for the nation
but the question is how do we bring
about unison in our efforts. It cannot be
through the following of a narrow
agenda. We cannot give in to regional,
sectarian or caste considerations. These
concepts militate against the very prin-
ciples we chose to follow when we
began our journey as a free nation.

All Indians, undoubtedly, have many
identities but with an underlying com-
mon identity of being Indian. We may
hail from one region but belong to a dif-
ferent caste or religion or speak a dif-
ferent language, but that cannot dilute
our Indian identity. That identity in
essence means a civilizational ethos of a
shared experience of living together in
harmony through generations, in a
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milieu of great diversity but in a spirit of
tolerance and forbearance, that flows
from our basic belief of unity.

The slowdown of the global econo-
my, triggered by the actions of some
credit and banking institutions has
resulted in a crisis of confidence all
around. The need for strengthening
oversight mechanisms for financial
institutions and for rules which are
clear, transparent and uniformly
applied is being acutely felt.

Economic development serves a
social purpose when it is for the wel-
fare of the people. It is our effort to
work towards providing education,
health and better living conditions for
the poorest of the poor and the weak-
est of the weak.

We are seeking to address inequities
in the growth process through an
inclusive approach that brings within
its ambit all regions and all peoples.

I conclude with an appeal to all citi-
zens to bring forth their very best to
serve the nation. India has the privilege
of being a great civilization; today, it is
the world’s largest democracy and its
people have the commitment to fulfill
the promise of it being a great nation.

As our Tri-color flutters high in the
sky tomorrow, let each one of us take a
pledge to bring glory to India and take
our country to its destination of
becoming a great nation that stands for
human values.” =
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Chennal hosts 7th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

he threat posed by
extremism and ter- o
rorism to India’s plu-
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ralistic and liberal traditions
won’t be allowed to destabi-
lize the country, Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh said on January 8. He
was  inaugurating  the
Seventh Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas, held in Chennai from
7 to 9 January by the
Ministry of Overseas Indian
Affairs. This year the Chief
Guest was Vice President of
Suriname Ramdien Sardjoe.

The Vice President of Mauritius,
Angidi Veeriah Chettiar, Minister of
Overseas Indian Affairs Vayalar Ravi
and Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Dr.
Kalaignar M. Karnunanidhi also
attended the inaugural.

Apprising the overseas Indian dele-
gates of the country’s achievements,
the Prime Minister said that the funda-
mentals of the Indian economy were
strong and that a growth rate of 7 per-
cent was expected for the new year.
Stating that India was actively involved
in the meetings of the G-20 on a new
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(From left) Ramdien Sarjoe, Vice President of Suriname, Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh, A.V. Chettiar, Vice President of Mauritius, and Vayalar
Ravi, Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs at the 7th PBD.

global financial architecture, he said
that a new structure would be suited to
new challenges and reflect changes in
the global economic structure.
Lauding the achievements of people of
Indian origin, Dr. Singh said that plu-
ralism and tolerance were deeply
embedded traits of Indian culture. He
urged overseas Indians to participate in
the ‘great adventure’ of human devel-
opment in a free and open society. The
Prime Minister announced that holders
of Overseas Citizen of India card with
professional qualifications — doctors,

dentists, pharmacists, engi-
neers, architects and char-
tered accountants — would
now have the benefit of prac-
ticing their professions in
India.

Dr. Singh also launched
the Global Indian
Knowledge Network to serve
as a virtual think-tank and
for sharing development
ideas and knowledge of the
diaspora. For overseas
Indian workers, the Prime
Minister announced a com-
prehensive  e-governance
project on emigration that would issue
smart cards to all workers and trans-
form the emigration process.

Welcoming the delegates to the
annual convention, Minister Vayalar
Ravi said that the overseas Indian com-
munity of 25 million in 110 countries
constituted a significant economic,
social and cultural force. He said that a
new strategic engagement must now
be evolved to address the role of special
groups in the diaspora and the increas-
ing connectivity of overseas Indian
youth with India.

Two Indian-Americans conferred Pravasi Bharatiya Samman

i Bharativa [Ji
R

' :.‘u‘l'

'I '_I.\_" .

hirteen eminent overseas
I Indians, including two Indian-
Americans — C.K. Prahlad
and Sumit Ganguly — were on
January 9 conferred the Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman at the conclusion
of the three-day annual Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas. President Smt.
Pratibha Devisingh Patil honored them
with medallions and citations.
C.K. Prahlad is a Professor at the

University of Michigan’s Business
School and is considered among the
best thinkers in the area of business.
Prahlad has been prolific in the areas of
management, perceptions and strate-
gies. Author of the best-selling Fortune
at the Bottom of the Pyramid, he was
named one of the top 10 teachers in
the world by the Wall Street Journal.
Sumit Ganguly, a Professor of polit-
ical science at Indiana University,
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serves on the editorial board of the
Journal of Strategic Studies, Asian
Affairs, Asian Survey, Current History
and Security Studies.

He also made a significant contribu-
tion to a better understanding of India
in the U.S. with his columns in news-
papers like the Wall Street Journal
Financial Times and Newsweek. He is
also member of the Council of Foreign

Relations in New York. -



arack  Hussein
BObama on
January 20 took

oath as the 44th
President of the United
States. On the occasion,
President Smt. Pratibha
Patil and Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh
congratulated the new
President. In her mes-
sage, the President said:
“l am confident that
under your leadership
the India-U.S. partner-
ship will be further
strengthened and that
we shall continue to
work together for the many common-
alities in our vision for our peoples
and for international peace and stabil-
ity.”

The President said that she looked
forward to receiving him and Mrs.
Michelle Obama in India. “As you lead
your country into a new era, my good
wishes and those of the government
and the people of India are with you.”

In his letter to President Obama,
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan

NeW)s PRESIDENT

President and Prime Minister greet
the new US President

The U.S. President Barack Obama delivering his inauguration speech.

Singh on January 21 congratulated
him on assuming office and hoped
the multi-faceted India-U.S. ties
would get a boost during his
Presidency. Dr. Singh described
President Obama’s assumption of
office as “an historic occasion for all
freedom loving people”.

The Prime Minister also invited
President Obama and the First Lady to
visit India and underlined that he
looked forward to working with the

U.S. President to “address
regional and global issues
of common concern”.

A statement from the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) said: “The letter
focuses on the multi-
faceted relationship that is
anchored in the common
values of democracy, plu-
ralism and respect for
diversity, shared by the two
countries.” A PMO
spokesperson said that
“the Prime Minister con-
veyed his best wishes, as
well as that of the
Government and the peo-
ple of India to President Obama, in
achieving the goals that he has set for
his people and for the role of the
United States of America in the comi-
ty of nations.”

In his inaugural speech, the new
President unveiled his vision of a new
world rooted in the values and princi-
ples of America’s founding fathers
even as he pledged to fight challenges
ranging from terrorism to the global
€CONOMIc Crisis. =

US Secretary of State calls up External Affairs I\/I|n|ster

phone call to External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee on

T he new U.S. Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, made a tele-
January 23. External Affairs Minister congratulated

Secretary Clinton on her assumption of the office of U.S. Secretary
of State. Secretary Clinton expressed her desire to work together
with the Indian External Affairs Minister to take the relationship
between India and the U.S. to a new level. Both the leaders agreed
that they would like to further strengthen the excellent bilateral rela-
tionship between India and the U.S.

Separately in a message sent to Secretary of State, Mr.
Mukherjee said he anticipated that “under your leadership of the
U.S. State Department, we will continue to advance the wide rang-
ing bilateral agenda that India and the United States have jointly
created”.

He further said: “I look forward to working with you to further
strengthen the excellent relationship that presently exists between
our two great democracies.” -
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Embassy celebrates India’s 60th Republic Day
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(Left) Children singing patriotic songs at the Republic Day function. (Right) Ambassador Sen with the Indian community at the Republic Day celebrations.

splendor in Washington with Ambassador unfurling the
National Flag outside the Embassy premises followed by
singing of the National Anthem.

The President’s Address to the Nation on the eve of
Republic Day was read out following which patriotic
songs in Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Telugu and Tamil were
sung by Embassy personnel and local artistes. In spite of
inclement weather, over 250 Indians from the Washington
region attended the function, which happened to be on a
working day.

India’s 60th Republic Day was celebrated with gaiety and

Ambassador was the Chief Guest at a function organized
by the National Council of Asian Indian Associations on the
evening of January 31. Montgomery County Executive I.
Legget and Maryland State Senator John. P. Mcdonough
were among over 1,500 persons who attended the function.
Ambassador was also the Chief Guest at a function organ-
ized at the World Bank on January 26 evening. Embassy
representatives participated at functions organized by the
India Association of Virginia, Richmond, on January 25 and
the Indian American Associations of National Capitol Area
on January 31.

Republic
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From left: Nirupam Sen, PR, PMI, New York, Upendra J. Chivukula,
Assemblyman Samuel Thompson (NJ), Dy. Speaker of New Jersey General
Assembly, Ms. Marjorie Tiven, Commissioner, H.E. John Corzine
Governor of New Jersey State, Prabhu Dayal, CG, CGlI, New York and
Harsh Bhasin, former CG of CGI, New York. Behind CG, Mr. Vijay
Nambiar, Chief of Staff of U.N. Secretary General.

enthusiasm. The main function was held at the

Consulate. Around 450 people including politi-
cians, legislators, senior officials from New York city, New
York and New Jersey States, members of the consular
community, prominent members of Indian-American
associations, community leaders, media participated in the
function. Consul General Prabhu Dayal welcomed the
guests. His Excellency John Corzine, Governor of New

Republic Day was celebrated in New York with

Day celebrated in New York

A cross-section of the participants.

Jersey State was the chief guest.

Other prominent political personalitics who graced the
occasion included Assemblymen Samuel Thompson (NJ),
Upendra Chivukula (NJ), Senator Barbara Buono (NJ),
New York Comptroller William C. Thomson Jr. and
Council Members David I. Weprin and Helen Sears.
Mayor Bloomberg was represented by Ms. Marjorie
Tiven, Commissioner.  Several Senators and
Congressmen including Congressmen Anthony D. Weiner
and Steve Israel sent messages of congratulations.
Proclamations were also received from the New York
State Comptroller and New York City Council which were

read out at the celebrations.
|
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Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce organizes
seminar on busmess post-Mumbai

he Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce organized

an event where Deputy Chief of Mission, Ambassador

Arun K. Singh delivered the keynote address at a panel
discussion on ‘Mumbai — The trauma of Terror, Business as
Usual’ on January 12. In his address, the DCM touched upon
the Mumbai terror attacks and highlighted India’s achieve-
ments in different fields. He said macroeconomic fundamen-
tals of Indian economy are still stable — with foreign
exchange reserves at $255 billion (on January 9), inflation
down to 6 percent from a peak of 12 percent in August 2008,
foodgrain stocks at 31.73 millions (September 2008). He fur-
ther said that the robust financial system remained unaffected
by the terror attacks. He also dwelt upon the growing India-

Indian Americans host dinner for DCM
Ambassador Arun K. Singh

Welcome dinner for Deputy Chief of Mission Ambassador Arun
K. Singh by the Indian American community of the Greater
Washington area on January 25.

he Indian-American community of
I the Greater Washington area
organized a well-attended reception
on January 25 at the Indian Experience
Restaurant in downtown Washington DC
to welcome Ambassador Arun K. Singh as
the new Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM)
of the Embassy of India, Washington DC.
About 170 representatives of all the major
Indian-American associations of the
Greater Washington area had gathered to
give Ambassador Singh a warm and affec-
tionate welcome. In a program, which
lasted for about three hours, Dr. Sambhu
N. Banik set the ball rolling. Dr. Har
Swarup Singh, who had earlier served as
an Ambassador, an LG and a Vice-
Chancellor, conducted the program while
Dr. Ram Singh, President, IAFPE,
Virginia Chapter and a senior member of
the Indian-American community, intro-
duced him to the audience.

A number of Indian-
American leaders including Mr.
Kumar Singh  (President,
ICCC), Dr. Renuka Misra
(President, GOPIO), Mr.
Arvind Solanki (President,
RANA), Mr. Kaleem Kawaja
(AIM), Dr. Rajen Anand
(Chairman, NFIA), Mr. Ravi
Sakuja (National President,
IAFPE), Mr. Sunil Singh
(President, NCAIA), Mr. Sunny Wycliffe
(FOKANA), Mr. Benoy Thomas
(KAGWA), Mrs. Alka Batra (President,
Chetna), Mr. Om Sharma (President,
IAFPE, Maryland Chapter), Mr. Satish
Gupta (ex-President, ICCC) and Dr.
Parthasarathy Pillai (ex-President, NFIA)
spoke briefly to welcome Ambassador
Singh and to assure him of their coopera-
tion. Mr. Sanjay Sinha, Minister
(Personnel & Community Affairs),
thanked them for organizing an impressive
gathering of the community leaders in the
Greater Washington area, and exhorted
them to continue to provide cooperation to
the Embassy.

Ambassador Singh, in his brief remarks,
thanked the community leaders and
assured them that the Embassy would
continue to maintain a warm and cooper-
ative relationship with them. Mrs. Gisela
Gani proposed the vote of thanks.
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From left: USIBC’s Michael DiPaula Coyle, Virginia Economic Development
Partnership director Paul Grossman, Lockheed Martin’s Dan Howard and
DCM Ambassador Arun K. Singh.

U.S. commercial and economic relations. More than a hun-
dred representatives from various business houses in Fairfax
County attended the event.

US State
Assemblies
condemn Mumbai
terror attacks

he State of New York Assembly

and New Jersey General Assembly
in two separate resolutions con-
demned the Mumbai terror attacks in
strong terms.

The State of New York Assembly on
January 7 adopted a resolution con-
demning the “heinous and unpro-
voked terrorists attacks”.

The resolution recognized that after
the terror attacks, the people of India
emerged as heroes; “their consum-
mate strength proves that the power
of hope will always endure and
inspire even in the darkest of circum-
stances”.

The “people of the State of New
York, as represented by this
Assembled Body, will be steadfast in
their solidarity with the victims of the
Mumbai terrorist attacks”, the
Resolution said. A copy of the resolu-
tion was presented to Prabhu Dayal,
the Consular General of India in New
York.

In a separate message, New Jersey
General Assembly also condemned
the attacks “emphatically and without
hesitation”.

The House paid rich tribute to the
“heroic individuals, who performed
selfless and courageous actions that
saved countless others”.
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Indo-U.S. joint exercise Shatrujeet 2009 conducted

Shatrujeet 2009’ was conducted from

January 5 to 17 at Belgaum. The aim of the
exercise was to develop capability to undertake
joint counter terrorism operations, with a view to
build and promote positive relations between the
two countries.

The theme of the exercise was ‘Counter
Insurgency/Counter Terrorism Operations in a
semi-urban scenario’. A company strength of
troops along with Battalion HQ of 8 Maratha Light
Infantry of the Indian Army and a company of
Third Battalion of Fourth Marines (United States
Marine Corps) participated in the exercise.

The event was conducted in three phases spread over 14
days, to include familiarization, basic training and a joint tac-
tical exercise.

The familiarization phase covered display of weapons and
equipment and combat conditioning, which encompassed
confidence training, obstacle course, yoga, martial arts and

Indo-United States joint exercise, ‘Exercise

The basic training phase covered firing and tactical drills as
practiced by each country. The joint exercise phases involved
operations by integrated companies from the two armies,
against terrorists in a semi urban setting. During the exercise,
both sides displayed a very high degree of professionalism
with focus on honing their combat skills and refining sub-unit

rock climbing.

level drills of operating together.

Economy
NEWS

Services sector retains growth rate of 10-20 percent

espite the global economic
Dslowdown, some segments of

India’s services sector, includ-
ing IT, education and organized retail,
retained a growth rate of 10-20 percent
this fiscal, according to a survey by an
industry association. The survey by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) said:
“Although the slowdown is expected to
make a further dent in the growth of
some segments of the sector, given its
overall contribution of 63 percent to the

GDP, the services sector growth is
expected to help maintain a healthy
GDP growth this fiscal.” According
to the survey, the number of wireless
subscribers grew by over 50 percent
in April-November 2008 compared to
the same period last year.
Additionally, internet subscribers
grew 26 percent and broadband sub-
scribers went up 87.7 percent during
the period. During 2007-08, the
services sector grew 10.7 percent,
higher than the 8.8 percent growth in

Industrial growth on track a

ndia’s industrial production moved into posi-

tive territory in November 2008 after the
negative growth it had clocked in October,
according to data released by the Ministry for
Industry and Commerce on January 12. The
Index for Industrial Output (IIP) registered a 2.4
percent growth in November as against the
negative 0.3 percent for October. “The growth
in the consumer goods segment to 4.4 percent
shows that the consumption demand in the

S El

rural economy remains unaffected,” said Suresh
Tendulkar, Chairman of the Prime Minister's
Economic Advisory Council. “The aggregate
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the manufacturing and 4.5 percent
growth in the agriculture sectors.
Furthermore, sectors such as housing
finance, entertainment and media
industry, IT and IT-enabled services,
organized retail trade also witnessed
a “high growth of 10-20 percent” in
April-November 2008.
Simultaneously, the railway’s rev-
enue earning from passenger and
freight traffic, and exchange earnings
from foreign tourists also reported a

similar growth rate. —

gain
demand in the economy is already showing
signs of improvement,” he added.

Factory output rebounded from a negative
1.2 percent year-on-year growth in October to
a positive 2.4 percent. Ten out of 17 sub-
groups in the manufacturing segment posted
positive growth in November. The April-
November period witnessed a cumulative
growth of 3.9 percent over the corresponding
period last year.



hough the continu-
I ing global econom-
ic meltdown may

have affected the flow of
foreign direct invest-
ments (FDI) into India,
the momentum gained by
FDI inflows in the
months prior to October
has helped the country to
get record inward invest-
ments.

In September, the country attract-
ed FDI of $2.56 billion, a 259 per-
cent growth over $713 million in the
same month in 2007. The increase in
FDI is mainly due to further liberal-
ization in FDI norms in sectors, such
as petroleum and natural gas, civil
aviation, commodity exchanges,
credit information companies, said
the Department of Industrial Policy

=CoNRWS
India reports record FDI inflow

and Promotion, under the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry. The sectors that

got the highest FDI
inflows from April to
August were services

($2.34 billion) followed
by construction ($1.64
billion).

According to a report
published by the United
Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) on January
19, India has one of the highest esti-
mated growth rates in terms of esti-
mated FDI inflows and mergers and
acquisitions in 2008. According to
the report, total FDI inflows to India
grew by 59.9 percent compared to
that in 2007. FDI inflows to India
stood at $36.7 billion in 2008, com-
pared to $23 billion in 2007. —

‘Indian markets emerged stronger in the last 10 yrs’

he Indian stock market has
Temerged a strong performer

over the last 10 years, despite
certain worrying factors. The 50-
share Nifty has delivered a CAGR of
11 percent over 1999-2008 as
against -4 percent by Britain’s FTSE
100, -3 percent by Nasdaq, -2.75
percent by S&P 500, -0.50 percent
by Dow Jones and 4.75 percent by
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng. The 30-
share Sensex recorded a CAGR of
10.75 percent during the period,
according to Antique Broking.

“During the period, on the finan-
cial front, we went through a number
of developments including rupee
depreciation, a technology meltdown
in 2000, restructuring of the biggest
mutual fund in the country and the
sharpest decline in markets in 2008,”
said Anish Zaveri, CEO of Mumbai-
based Antique Broking.

Interestingly, all these factors have
failed to deter the growth momentum
of Indian indices compared to other
indices worldwide.

According to experts, the contin-
ued support from foreign institution-

al investors has helped India keep its
growth momentum.

Explaining the technicality behind
the strong performance of the Indian
markets, an analyst said that “India is
a high beta country. In a boom con-
dition, here markets are up beyond a
level. Hence, markets will deliver
decent average returns.”

The analyst further added: “The
young age of the working class in
India does figure in market growth.
India’s young population helps inten-
sify activities in areas of daily con-
sumption, auto, life insurance and
tourism and so on. It leads to bigger
business volumes. These activities,
however, get saturated in developed
markets like those of the United
States, Britain and the European
Union.” —
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India adds 8.12 mn GSM
subscribers in December

ndia’s GSM

mobile
phone opera-
S tors main-
tained their
fast-paced
network expansion, adding 8.12 million
new subscribers in December, according
to a statement issued by the Cellular
Operators Association of India (COAI) in
New Delhi on January 12. The total base
of GSM subscribers has now crossed the
250-million mark and stands at 257.85
million as on December 31.

The total subscriber base in all the four
metros combined stood at 37 million in
December, an increase of 2.30 percent
from 36 million in the month before,
COAI said.

A total of 10.66 million telephone con-
nections (wireline and wireless) were
added during December 2008 compared
to 10.18 million connections added in
November 2008.

The total number of telephone connec-
tions touched 384.79 million at the end of
December 2008 as compared to 374.13
million in November 2008.

Infosys figures in MAKE study

I nfosys has been
recognized
amongst the top-20
global companies to
be listed in the

- 2008 Most Admired
Knowledge Enterprises (MAKE) study.
Infosys has won the award for organiza-
tional learning for its concerted effort over
the last decade to provide an integrated
knowledge management (KM) solution to
meet the knowledge needs of the organi-
zation through content sharing, collabora-
tion and professional networking.

India‘s second-largest IT services com-
pany has been a five-time Global MAKE
Winner. The Most Admired Knowledge
Enterprises (MAKE) research program was
established in 1998 by Teleos, in associa-
tion with the KNOW Network to recognize
companies that create shareholder wealth
by transforming enterprise knowledge into
superior products, services or solutions.

The 2008 Global MAKE awards were
chosen by a panel of Fortune Global 500
business executives, leading knowledge
management and intellectual capital
experts.




dence as investors have been safe-

guarded by India’s nascent finan-
cial markets, reveals the Nielsen Global
Consumer Confidence study, conduct-
ed by Nielsen, a market research com-
pany.

Indians are “the most optimistic lot
globally who think that their country
will be out of the economic recession in
the next twelve months”, stated the
biannual report.

The report further stated that,
“despite the global economic recession,
Indians seem to be quite confident of
the economy picking up in the near
future.”

The report further said: “They

‘WTO deal achievable
in coming months’

.-% he was optimistic that the
World Trade Organization
could reach a new global free-trade deal in
coming months. “I see that there are
greater sensitivities and comprehension of
each others problems,” he told delegates at
the Davos World Economic Forum on
January 29. “l am optimistic that in the
next couple of months with intensive nego-
tiations we should be able to close this
round,” he added, referring to the stalled
Doha round of world trade talks.

Nath called on the U.S. to take on the
“leadership” role in the quest for a global
free trade deal, saying that he is “con-
vinced that the American administration
will take a positive view on the Doha
round”.

Later, addressing a session on ‘Enabling
Trade: Threats & Opportunities’, the
Minister said that continued economic lib-
eralization enhances growth, particularly at
a time of global economic duress and mar-
ket liberalization could play a role in stimu-
lating growth, saving jobs and enhancing
living standards. Nath said that compre-
hensive multilateral, regional and bilateral
trade agreements had been critical to
spurring such liberalization in the past and
should continue to be pursued actively.
“Governments must pursue domestic poli-
cies that allow their citizens to thrive in the
global economy,” Nath added.

India leads in consumer confi-

ommerce and Industry
Minister Kamal Nath said

g =
India leads in consumer confidence: Nielsen

believe that the global recession will
have limited impact on India where the
domestic market is believed to be large
enough to support continued growth.”

The study polled more than 26,000
consumers across the world about their
confidence levels and economic out-
look.

The survey revealed that 16 percent
of Indian respondents considered job
prospects in the country as “excellent”,
while 59 percent opined that the
prospects were “good”. Furthermore,
the survey found that 75 percent of the
respondents were positive about local
job prospects over the next 12 months.

The report said that, “In such condi-
tions it is the fast developing markets
that are turmoil-proof with their con-
sumers appearing to be more opti-
mistic.”

The Nielsen Global Consumer
Confidence Index surveyed 52 markets
of which 43 recorded a fall in the con-
sumer confidence index from the first
half of 2008. —

IT majors to bag deals worth $4 billion

ech biggies such

as TCS, Infosys,

Wipro and HCL
are all set to get new out-
sourcing contracts worth
$4 billion from top cus-
tomers including Citi,
British Telecom, GE and
Bank of America this
year. In a bid to cope with their tight-
ened budgets, these companies plan to
send their information technology
works to offshore locations such as
India. Among some of the top deals
coming to India, a $250-million out-
sourcing contract being considered by
Australian phone firm Telstra is expect-
ed to be finalized soon, followed by
several contracts worth between $50
and $100 million from Citi, BT, GE
and other customers.

Well-known outsourc-
ing expert Sabyasachi S.
Sathyaparasad of
Mindplex  Consulting
said that the new deals
would include long-term
application maintenance
contracts.

Telstra plans to reduce
the number of vendors it works with in
order to have one supplier for each
domain across product lines to help
bring down the cost of managing IT
systems.

“The company wants to move more
than half of this contract to an offshore
location such as India, and that is why
pure Indian offshore vendors including
Infosys, Satyam and EDS-Mphasis are
being seriously considered,” said a sen-
ior executive of Telstra. —

Privately-held Indian businesses top optimism list

I ndia has regained the top slot in optimism
among privately-held businesses for 2009.
Optimism amongst privately-held businesses
(PHBs) around the world has, however,
slumped by 56 percent over the last 12
months, pushing the Grant Thornton
International optimism/pessimism barometer
to a record negative balance of -16 percent
compared to +40 percent last year.
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Despite raging pessimism, the survey
found that PHBs from 11 countries remained
optimistic about the outlook for their
economies, with India leading this group
(+83 percent), and Botswana (+81 percent)
with Brazil (+50 percent) also emerging on
the top.

The most pessimistic were Japan (-85 per-
cent) and Spain (-65 percent).



he “India Shining”
story may have
come under stress

thanks to the ongoing
economic crisis, but some
sectors and career options
still hold out promise for
job seckers this year, say
human resource experts.

Leading advisory
Boston Consulting Group
says India will have a demand for 85-
90 million people across various sec-
tors, and that the majority of the
demand will come from high-growth
industries like IT, outsourcing, bank-
ing, retail and healthcare.

Similarly, a survey by HR consultan-
cy Manpower India projects hiring to
rise steadily by around 18 percent from
this quarter in many sectors, signifying
that jobs in India may not be entirely
affected by the financial turmoil in rich

ECONEWS

nations. “India poses a far
more positive outlook as
compared to what has
been happening across
the world,” said Cherian
Kuruvila, director, opera-
tions, Manpower India,
adding that a 7 percent
gross domestic product
(GDP) growth for the
country showed that the
economy remained healthy.

“Employers in the mining and con-
struction industries as also services
sector are especially looking to scale
up,” Kuruvila said.

India has a work force of 484 million
people, of which 273 million work in
rural areas, 61 million in manufactur-
ing and about 150 million in services,
says the Boston Consulting Group that
recently conducted a study on the
country’s services sector. -

India Inc improves capital productivity by 36 percent

tivity by 36 percent between

2001-02 and 2007-08. Capital
productivity captures revenue generat-
ed per unit of capital employed and
indicates the productivity churned out
of the fixed assets of a company. The
rise in capital productivity coincided
with the six-year period of high eco-
nomic and corporate growth in the
country.

Capital productivity of industrial
sector rose from 1.13 in financial year
(FY) 2002 to 1.54 in FY2008.

This basically means that the rev-
enue generated by companies for every
$205 890 worth of their fixed assets
rose from $232 655 in 2001-02 to
$317 070 in 2007-08. This was due to
better sales growth compared to
increase in capital.

While aggregate sales of 2,000 com-
panies in the study grew at compound-
ed annual growth rate (CAGR) of 18
percent during the six year period,
their fixed assets grew at CAGR of 12

I ndia Inc improved capital produc-

percent. The ratio, which stood at 1.20
in FYO1 declined in FY02 but has seen
a consistent improvement thereafter.

But the increase was marginal last
year when it moved from 1.52 in FY07
to 1.54 in FYO08.

Core manufacturing sectors saw a
marginal decline in capital productivity
from 1.96 to 1.94 between FYO7 and
FY08.

Companies which have seen maxi-
mum improvement in capital produc-
tivity over the last six years include
Rajesh Exports, Mangalore Refinery &
Petrochemicals,  Sterlte, = Haldia
Petrochemicals, Jindal Saw, L&T,
Siemens, Hindalco and NMDC.  wm
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L&T, US firm Westinghouse
to develop nuclear reactors

E ngineering and construction conglomer-
ate Larsen & Toubro (L&T) has signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with
the US-based Westinghouse Electric
Company (WEC) to offer pressurized water
nuclear reactors with modular construction
technology in India. Of the 450 reactors
operational worldwide, Toshiba-owned
WEC has a market share of 40 percent,
while in the U.S. it has 60 percent.

M.V. Kotwal, Director, L&T, said: “The deal
will enable to utilize indigenous capabilities
of both the companies for the turnkey con-
struction of nuclear power plants, including
supply of reactor equipment and systems,
valves, electrical and instrumentations prod-
ucts and fabrication of structural, piping and
equipment modules for the Westinghouse
AP 1000 plants.” On the potential business
opportunity, Kotwal said that on a realistic
estimate the cost of generating a megawatt
of nuclear power would range from $1.441
million to $3.706 million depending on
parameters such as location of the plant,
logistics, technology and financing.

India has set a target of achieving 30,000
MW of nuclear power by 2020 and 60,000
MW by 2030.

Telecom industry revenue
touches $7.62 billion

he Indian telecom-

munications sector
continued its robust
growth with the wire-
less market increasing at
9.91 percent and gar-
nering revenues worth
$7.62 billion for the second quarter ending
September 2008, according to the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI).

The adjusted gross revenue (AGR) for the
period was placed at $5.60 billion as
against $5.52 billion for the previous quar-
ter, thereby showing an increase of 1.36
percent. A total of 28.44 million subscribers
were added in this quarter, TRAI said in a
statement. “The total subscriber base of the
wireline and wireless services reached
353.66 million for the quarter ending
September as against 325.79 million for the
quarter ending June, thus registering an
increase of 8.55 percent during the quarter,”
it said.
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USIBC concludes landmark nuclear mission to India

he US-India
T Business Council
(USIBC) on

January 16 concluded
an historic five-day
trade mission to New
Delhi and Mumbai. The
mission was supported
by the Nuclear Energy
Institute and the U.S.
Department of Commerce, and was
led by Steve Hucik of GE-Hitachi
Nuclear Energy. With more than 60
senior executives representing more
than 30 world-leading commercial
nuclear companies, the mission was

the first commercial nuclear
trade mission to visit India
since the Nuclear Suppliers’
Group (NSG) approved India
for global commercial nuclear
trade. It was also the largest
ever mission mounted by
USIBC.

“The robust presence here of
the U.S. commercial nuclear
industry, so soon after the unfortunate
events in Mumbai, speaks to the com-
mitment of our companies to partner
with India in the coming nuclear ren-
aissance,” said Ted Jones, Director for
Policy Advocacy at USIBC.

The USIBC-NEI Mission met key
Government of India officials and top
executives of the Nuclear Power
Corporation, the National Thermal
Power Corporation, and other leading
public-sector undertakings. They also
met their counterparts among India’s
rising global companies via the CII-
USIBC Joint Task Force on
Commercial Nuclear Cooperation.

The CII-USIBC Joint Task Force
identified policy issues on both sides
requiring attention in order for India to
move toward its ambitious goals for
expanding its nuclear generating
capacity to 30,000MW by 2020.

India’s hotel industry an attractive investment destination

espite the global economic
D meltdown, the Indian hotel

industry is still an attractive
destination for foreign investors, espe-
cially those from the United States.

Thus, the Hilton family of hotels will
have 50 hotels in India by 2015.
Twenty of these hotels are in various
stages of development, with three (in
Delhi, Chennai and Bangalore) slated
to open in 2009, a senior Hilton exec-
utive said in Mumbai.

These will be business and mid-mar-
ket hotels that will sport brands such as
Hilton, Hilton Garden Inn and
Homewood Suites by Hilton (a long-
stay product).

India is the second most important
market for Hilton in Asia-Pacific after
China, and accounts for 17 per cent of
the 300-odd new hotels it plans to add

in Asia-Pacific by 2017. China
accounts for 63 per cent of the new
projects.

Another U.S. hospitality major
Global Hyatt Corporation on January

16 announced an investment of
$206.02 million in setting up six hotel
properties over the next three-four
years in joint venture with real estate
player Emaar MGE.

Carlson Hotels Worldwide — one of
the world’s largest privately-held hotel
companies, also plans to add more
than 50 properties or over 6000 rooms
to its India portfolio by 2011, across
four brands — Radisson Hotels &
Resorts, Park Plaza Hotels & Resorts,
Park Inn and Country Inns & Suites
By Carlson SM. This is part of the
group’s strategy to double its regional
presence in Asia Pacific over the next
four years.

Infrastructure likely to get $20.49 billion

As the demand for a grand stimulus gath-
ers steam, the Government is targeting
an investment of $20.49 billion in the infra-
structure sector. To bankroll the plan, the
government may ask Infrastructure
Investment Finance Company Ltd (IIFCL) to
put together a corpus of over $8.195 billion.
With companies and business houses in a
financial bind, this scheme aims to take up
infrastructure projects under public-private
partnership with minimal private investment.
Under the proposed formula, a private
sector company can start an infrastructure
project with just 15 percent of the required
capital while the balance will be provided by

government-owned agencies.
Most infrastructure projects are financed
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three parts by debt and one part by equity.
Should the promoter be unable to put
together the entire equity capital, [IFCL will
offer quasi equity of up to 10 percent of the
project cost.

This will bring down the private promot-
er's contribution down from 25 percent to
15 percent. IIFCL, which has already been
mandated to raise $2.049 billion in tax-free
bonds, will be permitted to mobilize another
$6.146 billion through the same route.

This will take the total to $8.195 billion.
The $2.049 billion raised by IIFCL is sup-
posed to fund road and port projects worth
$5.122 billion.



ndia’s Moon mission,
I Chandrayaan-1, which completed

a flawless 100 days on January 30,
has transmitted more than 40,000
images of different types since its
launch on October 22, 2008. Many in
ISRO believe it is quite a record com-
pared to the lunar flights of other
nations.

ISRO officials estimate that if more
than 40,000 images have been trans-
mitted by Chandrayaan’s cameras in
75 days, it worked out to nearly 535
images being sent daily. They are first
transmitted to the Indian Deep Space
Network at Byalalu near Bangalore,
from where they are flashed to ISRO’s
Telemetry, Tracking and Command
Network (ISTRAC) at Bangalore.

Officials said some of these images
have a resolution of up to five meters
providing a sharp and clear picture of
the Moon’s surface. On the other hand,
they said that many images sent by
some of the other missions had a 100-
meter resolution.

On November 26, the indigenous

“HEks

Chandrayaan beams back 40,000
Images in 75 days

Terrain Mapping Camera, which was
first activated on October 29, 2008,
took shots of peaks along with those of
the Moon’s craters. This came as a sur-
prise to ISRO officials because the
Moon consists largely only of craters.
Meanwhile, using a NASA radar fly-
ing aboard India’s Chandrayaan-1
spacecraft, scientists are getting their
first look inside the moon’s coldest and
darkest craters. The images show the
floors of permanently-shadowed polar
craters on the moon that aren’t visible
from Earth. Scientists are using the
Mini-SAR instrument to map and
search the insides of the craters for
“water ice”. =

India may soon have a dedicated
weather channel Met official

own dedicated weath-

er channel, said the
Indian  Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
January 14. “We are keen
to have a dedicated TV
channel for improving the
public weather service.
The discussions are going on and we
have received a good response from
private players also,” IMD Director-
General Ajit Tyagi told reporters in
New Delhi.

“We are open to all the options for
establishing a channel. Hopefully this
year we will decide over its ultimate
shape,” he said. Tyagi said that IMD
had recently developed a technique to
forecast rainfall, temperature, wind,

Indla may soon get its

cloud amount and
humidity in various dis-
tricts. “This is very useful
for issuing district-wise
agro-meteorological
advisories for the benefit
of farming community of
the country,” he added.
Tyagi said that the
equipment, computing facilities, tech-
nology and other services have been
modernized. “A real time seismic
monitoring system has also been
established for providing information
to the Tsunami Warning Centre.” He
said that the World Meteorological
Organization appreciated timely and
accurate warnings issued by the IMD
for the severe cyclonic storm ‘Nargis’
which hit Myanmar last year. =
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India to redesign nuclear
reactors to cut cost

S cientists and
engineers at
the Indira Gandhi
Centre for Atomic
Research
(IGCAR) are
hoping to save
around $104 mil-
lion by modifying
the design of four
fast reactors on the anvil for nuclear
power plants.

“The four reactors will be designed
to last 60 years — an increase of 20
years over PFBR’s current life span,”
said IGCAR director Baldev Raj.

With the $714.28 million PFBR
project progressing at good pace at
Kalpakkam, 80 km from Chennai,
the Indian Government has sanc-
tioned building of four more 500
MW fast reactors.

The new design fast reactors will
have six steam generators as against
eight in the PFBR and changes will
be made in the grid plate, sodium
and reactor shutdown systems.

India’s manned Moon
mission by 2020: ISRO

he ISRO proposed to undertake

the country’s first manned moon
mission by 2020 following the suc-
cess of Chandrayaan-I, Project
Director of Chandrayaan-I, M.
Annadurai said.

The  successful  launch  of
Chandrayaan-I in October 2008 has
given space scientists the confidence
to undertake manned mission to
moon, he opined.

The Chandrayaan-II mission is
expected to undertake within a cou-
ple of years followed by
Chandrayaan-III. Several countries
have approached India to set up a
common lunar research center for
conducting various studies.

The Chandrayaan-1 mission has
been sending considerable amount of
data and scientists are analyzing it.
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NRI woman to become
Virginia state treasurer

n Indian-

American Manju
Ganeriwala is all set
to become the treas-
urer of Virginia, a
state bordering the

U.S. capital.
| Maharashtra-born
Manju Ganeriwala,
Deputy Secretary of
Finance since January
2006, took over from J. Braxton Powell on
January 1 as the person in charge of manag-
ing the economic recovery of a State that's
home to some 50,000 Indian Americans.

As treasurer of Virginia, Ganeriwala will
serve as the chairperson of the Treasury
Board of Virginia, which has oversight for
$8-10 billion of investments and debt man-
agement of the State.

In her current post, Ganeriwala has served
as an advisor to the Governor on all financial
matters of the State, including crafting the
budget, developing revenue forecasts, issu-
ing debt, maintaining the AAA bond rating
and maintaining Virginia's status as one of
the best financially managed States.

Indian-American
scientist bags top honors

R ama Ranganathan, professor of pharma-
cology at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center, earned recog-
nition as one of the top rising research stars
from the Academy of Medicine, Engineering
and Science of Texas (TAMEST).

Ranganathan was named a recipient of
one of three 2009 Edith and Peter O'Donnell
Awards by the academy at its annual confer-
ence in Dallas.

Ranganathan is director of the Systems
Biology Division of the Cecil H. and Ida
Green Comprehensive Center for Molecular,
Computational and Systems Biology at UT
Southwestern, where he also holds the Cecil
H. and Ida M. Green Chair in Biomedical
Science.

Ranganathan received the award for sci-
ence. His work aims to link basic research on
molecules and cells with analysis of how
biological systems function, both in health
and in sickness.

Each year, the O’'Donnell Awards honor
outstanding achievements by young investi-
gators in science, medicine and engineering.
Each award consists of a $25,000 honorari-
um, a citation and an inscribed statue.

Manju Ganeriwala

iaRTs
Indian-Americans join Prime
Minister’s Global Advisory Council

he Government
on January 6
constituted the

Prime Minister’s
Global Advisory
Council to facilitate a
dynamic two-way

engagement between
stakeholders in India
and the overseas Indian
community.

As many as eight
Indian-Americans have
accepted the Prime Minister’s invita-
tion to be members of the Council.
They are Amartya Sen, Sam Pitroda,
Jagdish Bhagwati, Swadesh Chatterjee,
Rajat Gupta, Renu Khator, Indra K.
Nooyi, C.K. Prahlad, Vikram Pandit
and Srinivasa S.R. Varadhan.

The Council that will be chaired by
the Prime Minister will also include
External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, Minister for Overseas
Indian Affairs Vayalar Ravi and other
senior designated officials from the
Indian Government.

Amartya Sen

Jagdish Bhagwati

“The GAC will serve as an institu-
tionalized  dialogue  mechanism
between the Diaspora community and
the highest levels of government,” said
a release from the Prime Minister’s
Office.

It will specifically focus on the pro-
motion of business-to-business part-
nerships, creating appropriate institu-
tional mechanisms that can leverage
knowledge, skills and expertise pos-
sessed by the overseas Indian commu-
nity for socio-economic development
processes in the country. —

Indian-Americans honored with Padma awards

oted management guru C.K.
N Prahlad and chairman of India’s

National Knowledge Commi-
ssion Sam Pitroda are among the nine
NRIs/PIOs who received the Padma
Bhushan Award on the occasion of the
Republic Day celebrations in New
Delhi.

Prahlad, a management consultant
and author, is the Paul and Ruth
McCracken Distinguished University
Professor of Corporate Strategy at the
University of Michigan Ross School of
Business. Sam Pitroda (Padma
Bhushan) is an entrepreneur and inven-
tor, who spearheaded the communica-
tions revolution in India.

Bhakta B. Rath (Padma Bhushan)
heads the Materials Science Directorate
and is an Associate Director of Research
of the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory.
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C.K. Prahlad Sam Pitroda

Thomas Kailath (Padma Bhushan) is
a well-known electrical engineer, entre-
preneur and the Hitachi America
Professor Emeritus of Engineering at
Stanford University. Pratapaditya Pal
(Padma Shri) has devoted his life to
South Asian and Himalayan art.
Panchapakesa Jayaraman (Padma
Shri) is the founder and Executive
Director of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
in the U.S. -



he U.S. President Barack

I Obama on January 20, hours

before his inauguration, appoint-

ed two leading Indian-American

lawyers — Neal Kumar Katyal and
Preeta Bansal — to key posts.

Katyal’s appointment to the post
of Principal Deputy Solicitor
General followed that of Preeta
Bansal as General Counsel and
Senior Policy Advisor at the Office
of Management and Budget at the
White House.

Katyal, professor of law at the
Georgetown University Law School in
Washington, will be the highest ranking
Indian-American  in  the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Katyal was named Lawyer of the Year
in 2006 by Lawyers USA, Runner-up
for Lawyer of the Year 2006 by the

Dlasiells
Obama names Indian-Americans to key posts

National Law Journal, one of the top
50 litigators nationwide 45-year-old or
younger by American Lawyer in 2007,
one of the 30 best advocates before the
U.S. Supreme Court by Washingtonian
magazine in 2007.

Bansal is currently Partner at
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and
Flom LLP in New York City.

According to reports, the President
has offered the job of Surgeon-General
of the U.S. to Dr. Sanjay Gupta, an
Indian American neurosurgeon and
health affairs correspondent for CNN
and CBS.

The Michigan-born son of parents
who were born in India, Gupta has
always been drawn to health policy.
He was a White House fellow in the
late 1990s, writing speeches and
crafting policy for Hillary Clinton.

NRI works out low-cost computer anti-virus

etwork administrators might
N soon be able to mount effec-

tive, low-cost defenses against
self-propagating infectious programs
known as worms, thanks to a new
strategy devised by an Indian
American researcher.

Cheetancheri, a graduate student at
the Computer Security Lab at
University of California-Davis (UC-
D), has shown that the conundrum
can be overcome by enabling comput-
ers to share information about anom-
alous activity.

As signals come in from other
machines in the network, each com-
puter compiles the data to continually
calculate the probability that a worm
attack is underway. The second part of
the strategy is an algorithm that weighs
the cost of a computer being discon-
nected from the network against the
cost of it being infected by a worm.

Cheetancheri is a product of
Coimbatore Institute of Technology,
India. He also studied at Education
University of California and computer

science from UC-Davis. —

Post appoints Narisetti managing editor

aju  Narisetti, a
prominent Indian
journalist, was

appointed Managing Editor
of the leading U.S. daily,
Washington Post.

Narisetti, along with
Elizabeth Spayd, the editor of washing-
tonpost.com, will jointly oversee news
gathering, editing and day-to-day pro-
duction of the newspaper, Washington
Post announced in a press release on
January 13, 2009.

The 42 year-old Narisetti was until

recently the editor of Mint,
a business paper published
by HT Media Ltd. He had
also held the position of
deputy managing editor of
Wall Street Journal.

In his new role, he will
look after the newspaper’s weekend
magazines, as well as video, design and
photography sections. Along with
Spayd, Narisetti will help in the integra-
tion of the newspaper’s print and online
newsrooms, and share responsibility for

both print and online content. _—
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Neal Kumar Katyal Preeta Bansal

Gupta, who anchors the medical
affairs program ‘House Call with
Dr. Sanjay Gupta’ on CNN, has dis-
cussed the job offer with his bosses
at CBS and CNN to make sure he
could be released from his contrac-
tual obligations, sources cited by the
Post said.

He joined CNN in 2001. As chief
medical correspondent for the health
and medical unit, he is a lead reporter
on breaking medical news.

Forbes names D’Souza
as youngest CEO

rancisco D'Souza,

the Indian-origin
chief executive offi-
cer (CEO) of soft-
ware firm Cognizant
Technology
Solutions has been
named as one of the

{?
‘ youngest CEOs in
the U.S. by business

publication, Forbes in its list of ‘21 Youngest
CEOs at the Nation's Biggest Companies’.

The list features individuals not older than
40 years and who run American public compa-
nies, which are worth at least $500 million.
“D'Souza has been an officer at Cognizant for
11 years now, chief executive since 2007, and
chief operating officer since 2003, when he
was a mere 33,” the magazine said.

Apart from 39-year-old D'Souza, the list
included R Adam Norwitt, chief of Amphenol,
which is into electronic connectors business
and Nicholas J Deluliis, CNX Gas' chief execu-
tive.

“They are the youngest people running the
biggest companies in America. As they have
gotten this far already, keep an eye on them in
the future,” Forbes said in an accompanying
report.
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Fast Moving Consumer Goods on

RAPID GROWTH

ndia’s fast moving consumer

goods (FMCG) sector is on a

roll. Riding on the back of

increasing demand and chang-
ing consumer preferences — thanks to
higher disposable incomes and the
retail boom — the sector has been
posting double-digit growth over the
past couple of years.

The sector has seen the emergence
of new product categories and prod-
ucts that seek to fulfill the increasing
aspirations of a new generation of
Indians, who are turning out to be very
demanding consumers. According to
estimates, the $18-billion sector is
expected to reach $22.9 billion by
2010.

Despite the current spell of global
economic meltdown, the FMCG sector
has managed to buck the trend with
most companies posting double-digit
growth in net profits in the first half of
fiscal 2009 backed by healthy sales.

Led by consumer goods company
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL), which
reported net sales of $1.685 billion in
April-September, the sector averaged a
revenue growth of 17-20 percent in the
first half of 2008-009.

According to research firm AC
Nielsen, the total consumer goods
market in India during the June quar-
ter was estimated at $4.570 billion, a
growth of 15.8 percent over the same
period last year. In the second quarter
ended September, the market was esti-
mated at $4.88 billion, registering a
growth of 19.6 percent over the same
period a year ago. The industry is
expected to grow to $19.454 billion by
the end of fiscal 2009, up from
$17.475 bhillion in the last fiscal, a
growth of 16 percent, says the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, or FICCI.

“The FMCG sector’s sustained
growth has been possible due to con-
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tinuous and steady improvement in
consumer incomes,” says Sunil
Duggal, CEO, Dabur India, the
fourth-largest FMCG company in
India, with interests in healthcare, per-
sonal care and food products. “Growth
in the sector is led by higher urban and
rural demand. Going forward too, the
government’s growing support to agri-
culture will drive long-term growth in
consumption from the rural sector.”

Besides, FMCG products fulfill the
primary needs of consumers and are
usually small-ticket items that are nec-
essary for most households. “The
FMCG sector would continue to do
well not only because it is a defensive
and well-entrenched one, but also
because it logs directly on to the fun-
damental economic growth potential of
the country,” explains Milind Sarwate,
chief, Human Resources and Strategy.
Marico Ltd, makers of hair and skin
care products.



Modern retail formats too have con-
tributed in a major way in pushing
growth. According to Duggal, “The
FMCG industry’s future prospects
look bright with rising income levels
and the spread of modern retail, which
is expected to further boost sales.”

Retail comprises various verticals, of
which food and grocery — accounting
for close to 67 percent — is the largest.

“It, however, has the lowest organ-
ized retail penetration as most of the
consumer demand is met by the tradi-
tional ‘kirana’ stores (local groceries),”
points out Ajay D’Souza, head,
CRISIL Research, an independent,
integrated research group. “This is cat-
egory, which has demand across all
income levels in various forms and thus
has large scope for growth.”

Owing to the huge opportunities in
this segment, many retail players are
setting up fresh food stores, supermar-
kets and hypermarkets across cities
and smaller towns.

According to a CRISIL report, over
the next five years the organized retail
market is posed to growth at 28 per-
cent per annum to be $50 billion by
2012.

The ripple effect of urbanization and
lifestyle changes can be seen in smaller
towns as well. The organized retailers
are increasingly emerging as the new
hubs for the outsourcing businesses.

This has led to the opening of new
markets, as rural consumers (from
farmers to he youth) emerge as smart
shoppers, willing to improve their
lifestyles.

The FMCG landscape too is seeing a
transformation as new players enter
the scene. For long, the branded
FMCG sector was dominated by multi-
nationals like Hindustan Lever Ltd.
(now known as Hindustan Unilever
Ltd.), Cadbury India, Colgate
Palmolive, Nestle and Reckitt
Benckiser, and large domestic groups
like Godrej (toilet soaps and hair dye)
and Tatas (cosmetics and edible oils).

The entry of detergent-maker Nirma
in the 1990’s, which successfully
carved out a huge size of the market
share, proved to be a milestone. It was
the first sign of the impending change

Trends in
SOCIETY

in the old order. Over the years several
new regional players have emerged,
who despite their small size have suc-
cessfully made an impact in the com-
petitive FMCG market.

Indian FMCG companies like ITC,
Dabur, Godrej Consumer Products
and Marico are competing successfully
with existing multinationals in India
and abroad, even as they make inroads
into smaller domestic markets.

But despite such rapid growth, the
penetration of FMCG products is still
very low. In the case of snack foods,
the per capita consumption in India,
at less than a kilo, which is quite low
compared to other emerging markets.
According to analysts, in the case of
cosmetics, while India is the 13th-
largest market in the world, the per
capita spending is low at less than $4
in India.

To tap into this potential, existing
players too are entering new categories
so as to shore up their product portfo-
lios. ITC commenced its personal care
business with the launch of a range of

Despite the current
spell of global
economic meltdown,
the FMCG sector has
managed to buck the
trend with most
companies posting
double-digit growth
in net profits in the
first half of fiscal
2009 backed by
healthy sales.
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shampoos, soaps, shower gels and
conditioners. The two fastest-growing
categories in the FMCG sector are
food and personal and beauty care
products. Food is growing at a brisk 43
percent, followed by personal care at
22 percent. Categories such as home
care and baby care record growths in
single digits.

The Indian Government, keen to
promote the food processing industry,
has extended excise relief to low and
mid-priced biscuits, giving a fillip to
the sector. The prospects of the FMCG
industry are anchored on the interplay
of demographic dividend, rising
incomes and increasing urbanization.

Personal care and beauty products
too have been witnessing a sharp up
trend. Analysts believe that the
increased preference for beauty prod-
ucts — especially in urban areas — is
another factor for the recent upturn in
the FMCG sector.

The $4.5-billion personal care
industry in India is growing at a
healthy 10-12 percent per annum due
to the interplay of economic, demo-
graphic and sociological factors. Many
players are also focusing on the beauty,
hygiene and personal care and wellness
segments.

This category has seen the entry of
several international players, including
cosmetics; perfume and hair care solu-
tion providers like Revlon, Calvin
Klein, Tommy Hilifiger and LOreal.

Many companies have also intro-
duced innovative strategies that have
rewritten the rules of marketing.

The real challenge before FMCG
companies is to chip away at the huge
unorganized sector. Players need to
introduce affordable products that
meet the health, hygiene and safety
concerns as also the aspirational needs
of the Indian consumer.

The relentless focus of FMCG
majors on providing consumers well-
differentiated best-in-class products,
supported by significant investments in
product development, innovation,
manufacturing  technology  and
unmatched distribution infrastructure
has indeed dramatically changed the
business. =
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By Priya Vijay Tendulkar (Translated by Prachi Deshpande)

(This translation first published in Geeta Dharmarajan & Meenakshi Sharma edited Katha Prize Stories Volume 6, Katha, 1997, Delhi.)

he phone had stopped

ringing by the time I real-

ized what the sound was.

I must have drifted off to

sleep again for, when it
rang next, | woke up with a start. |
groped blindly for the light switch, the
phone ringing all the while. Then, as |
tried to reach the phone, my knee hit
something. Snatching the receiver, I
shouted, “Hello, hello...”

“Hello...”

“Were you sleeping?” It was Manu.

What else did one do at this hour?
“Manu, what’s the matter?”

“They’ve taken Aai to Ira... Hello,
hello ... Nima ... ?”

“What's happened to Aai?”

“A heart attack... It’s severe... Rajan
and [ are going there. Come to Ira...
We're leaving now...”

It was when 1 heard the dial tone
again that | realized the phone had,
indeed, rung. Manu had called. My
mother had been taken to hospital.

The main gate of the building was
shut. I tried to open it myself, only to
realize that it was usually locked at
night from the outside.

“Watchman, watchman!”

“Open the gate,” I screamed, rattling
it all the while.

“Okay, okay. I'm opening it, why are

you shouting...” he muttered sleepily,
unlocking the gate. I must have said a
lot more to him, because I could hear
the man grumbling as I got into the car.
Switching on the ignition, [ asked
myself, where is this Ira Nursing
Home? Pat came the reply, Santa Cruz
West ... Which means [ have to go
straight down S.V. Road, and take the
left turn near Cooper Hospital, the one
near the signal. As I changed to top
gear, | realized the road was complete-
ly deserted, with not a soul or vehicle in
sight. No need to change gears. When
had I last driven this late ...? Yes, the
night when Joe’s voice had suddenly
turned vicious as he hurled a string of
abuses at me. I had just taken the car
and driven towards Napean Sea Road...
How many years ago was that? Six?
Seven? Joe had often asked, “Why
doesn’t she die, your mother?” Would
she really die today?

As I turned left, I discovered I was
crying.

The minute you feel scared about
something, take God’s name. Your
problems will disappear automatically,
Aai used to say.

“Come and sit with me for five min-
utes!” was her constant refrain.
“Nobody has any time for me.” Not one
of us has any time left for this woman
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who had divided all of hers between her
husband and her children. She had
struggled for years to help us become
independent — and once we learned to
fly, all five of us had flown away from
her. She has all the time in the world
now, but without us, she has nothing to
do with it. Who was to blame? Today,
we — her children and Aba — are what
we are only because of her.

As I parked the car near Ira Nursing
Home, I suddenly thought, Why am I
thinking of Aai in the past tense! She is
still here — in that building there.

I entered the nursing home and, seat-
ed on a bench near the door, were Aba
and Manu. It was obvious that Manu
had been crying a great deal. Red eyes.
Red, swollen nose. As always, I couldn’t
figure Aba out. Cupping his face in his
hands, he sat staring blankly at the
ground — like he usually does, in front
of the TV in the living room.

Manu saw me and running up to me,
fell into my arms, crying. I pushed her
away with some force. (That’s the Aba
in me!) Her wailing jarred somehow, in
the stillness of the night.

“Manu, Manu, stop it. This is a hos-
pital...” I said.

“Where is Rajan?” I asked Manu.

“He’s gone to buy some medicines
and injections...” Rubbing her nose, she



broke into a fit of coughing. Just then
Rajan arrived, panting and sweating
profusely. “Nima, these are the medi-
cines, and here’s the injection. Take
them in. The chemist nearby doesn’t
have the other injection. I'll get it from
Bandra Medical...”

“Rajan, do you have enough cash?”
Manu asked, still rubbing her nose.

I suddenly remembered 1 had some
money in my purse. “Rajan, just a
minute,” | said, opening it.

“Come on, we’ll take care of that
later. You take these medicines and go
inside. I'll be right back...” Rajan
dashed off again.

I looked at the medicine box he had
thrust into my hands and, pushing open
a door that said ICU in big bold letters,
I rushed in. My sweating body nearly
froze inside the cold room. Aai doesn’t
like air-conditioning. How was she
coping now? Aai, where are you?
Peeping behind the row of curtains, 1
walked on.

“Yes?” A white-uniformed nurse

waylaid me.

“My mother’s medicines...” 1 said,
holding up the box.

“What’s the number?”

“Mrs.  Agaskar, Chandrakanta

Agaskar,” 1 said, hastily.

“Just a minute, come here.”

I followed her back as if by remote
control, stealing a glance once again
behind the curtains.

“Come with me...” the nurse
motioned, her heels clicking as she
walked. She parted a curtain and
went in. | followed. There was Aai, in
front of me. My Aai, from whose
womb [ had emerged. She was cov-
ered right up to her chin in a white
sheet. She hated blankets and sheets
and never covered herself. And she
was allergic to white! She would often
say, “If your baap dies, I'll wear a
maroon widow’s saree, but I won’t
ever wear white like those Sindhi and
Gujarati women! That horrible
color!”

A tube up her nostril. A drip attached
to her hand. Eyes closed. But the face
was the same, the one I was used to.
Aai’s face... Somehow her being my
mother — her aainess — was so much
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a part of that face, that whenever I read
the word ‘aai’ in a book it was her face
I always saw.

In school, once, we had to draw a
picture of ‘Me and my Mother’. 1
really pestered Aai, “Stand in front of
the kitchen platform. Or sit here, as if
you are plaiting Manu’s hair. Come
on, a pose.”

She had really got annoyed with me
because she was very busy at that
moment. She banged the tin of Vim
Powder in front of me. There was a
picture on it, of a very slim mother,
with her hair in a bun, posing with
her daughter, who wore her school
uniform. I sketched that girl as Me,
but somehow the mother in the pic-
ture just wasn’t like my aai. Later,
while she was blending the varan on
the gas stove, Aai brought a picture of
an actress with her mother from
Lokaprabha, or some such magazine,
and threw it in front of me. I rubbed
out the two-plaited Me that I had
painstakingly drawn, and resketched
myself in this rather arresting image.
But again, the mother in the picture
just wasn’t Aai.

“Aai, this mother is so fat. And she
has glasses ...” I protested. So she got
me a Tata shampoo bottle. The girl in
that picture was so cute! But had 1
rubbed out my drawing once again, the
paper would have torn. So I decided to
retain the actress as Me, but this moth-

February 2009

er too just wouldn’t fit.

Finally, after all her chores were
done, she posed for me by the kitchen
platform. I still remember the immense
satisfaction and delight with which 1
had sketched Aai’s irritated, tired pic-
ture, complete with her dishevelled hair
and her haldi-smudged saree tucked
high into her waist. The woman stand-
ing there was my aai. | was even happi-
er because I didn’t have to compromise
on her image with the mother on the
Vim Powder tin.

I often felt sorry for Joe after I met his
mother. Poor chap, what sort of a
mother was this? I got used to her
wearing frocks, but as her selfishness,
her stinginess came to the fore, | began
to wonder, could anybody’s aai indeed
be like that? An aai can get angry, yell
at you, even give a slap from time to
time, but can she lie? Later, I even
began to think of Joe’s mother as a dis-
grace to motherhood itself. And in
comparison, my five-foot-nothing Aai
went on growing in stature — so high,
that I couldn’t look Joe’s mother in the
eye any more.

Then I got a chance to observe Aai as
Meenal's mother-in-law. This role of
hers was not quite as impeccable, but
she was still way above Joe’s mother in
my esteem.

“You should learn some tolerance,
learn to keep quiet. He is your husband,
and she your mother-in-law,” Aai used
to advise me. When 1 informed her
about my decision to have an abortion,
she was stunned. “So you don’t want to
bring to life a child who carries their
name and blood. But my dear, won’t
the child have your blood too? Which
means there will be something of me in
it as well. Don’t be foolish. This is our
child. People become petty because of
their circumstances. If they were aware
of it, wouldn’t they have tried to rise
above it? Every being has a right to be
born, and we are mere agents. A person
is shaped by her or his culture. What
can poor Joe do? His mother brought
him up and she was educated by her
mother.”

I sat in the dim light, staring at this
woman, who had enriched me merely
by giving birth to me. I realized I was



staring. The nurse was giving Aai an
injection using a huge syringe on her
arm. A slight frown creased her fore-
head and she opened her eyes.

“Did it hurt?” 1 asked.

“No, it’s hardly anything.”

“I put my hand on her forehead.
You're cold!” I exclaimed.

“It’s that damned AC. I have a blan-
ket on, but the cold still manages to get
into my hands and feet.”

Out of sheer habit, I sat at the foot
of the bed to press her feet. “Don’t sit
there,” the nurse said in a clinical
voice, and began filling another
syringe. It was difficult to press Aai’s
feet in that awkward, standing posi-
tion. “Never mind, my dear, how will
a five-minute massage help?” Aai
asked. She had assumed, out of sheer
habit, that I would press her feet only
for five minutes.

“Who informed you?” she asked me.

“Manu called.”

“Please leave. You are talking too
much.”

The nurse suddenly reappeared.

I turned to the door.

How things change in an instant!
Usually it was I who didn’t have time to
sit with Aai. “Come, my dear, sit here
for a while,” she would say, patting the
bed. And today, a third person was
telling me not to sit there. It was indeed
ironic that when 1 finally had so much
to ask her, so much to tell her, I was
being told not to speak to her. Alka and
Avi, Meenal, why, even Smita would
rush to her side from Hong Kong —
and today, Aai thought us to be a
crowd.

“How do you live, baba, in such a
small house, with this crowd of five
children?” Hari Kaka had said to her
long ago, when we were kids. She had
pounced on him in anger. “One’s own
flesh and blood is never a crowd. They
are my wealth. I may not have a for-
tune, but I am very fortunate.”

None of our relatives called us over
too often. If we did land up, they would
say: “There’s Saraswati with her pla-
toon!” She never went anywhere alone.
Either it was with the five of us, or not
at all.

Shali Maushi was very fond of Smita.
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Whenever she visited us, she would get
something only for Smita, and for this
very reason, Aai would be upset with
her. “I can’t afford to get something for
all five, Saru,” she had once protested
to Aai.

“Then don’t bring anything. For any
of them. My children have all they need.
And what they don’t have, they’ll earn
for themselves.”

Manu was nodding off. Aba had
stretched himself out on the same seat,
clutching his stick to his chest. When
Rajan comes back, I must tell him to
drop Aba home, 1 was thinking to
myself, when I spotted a middle-aged
man walking in. He saw me and
stopped.

“Are you related to Mrs. Agaskar?”

“Yes,” I replied, “I'm her daughter.”

“I'm Dr. Tipnis.”

“Will you come in for a minute? 1
need to talk to you.”

I followed him. Opening a small
cabin door, he ushered me in. It was
dark in there. He went over to the table
and switched on a lamp. “Please sit
down,” he said, gesturing to the chair,
and took out a small file from some-
where. “How old is your mother?”

“Around seventy, I guess...”

“Please tell me her exact age. Is it
above seventy or below?”

I was confused. Does Aai have an
age? Nobody knew Aai’s date of birth.
Aaji used to say it was on
Dhanatrayodashi, so we would cele-
brate her birthday with the sweets that
were being made anyway.

“Is this her first attack?”

“Yes.” I was sure of this, at least.

“Well, T took her cardiogram, and
two previous infarcts are clearly visible.”

“What does that mean?”

“She has already had two heart
attacks.”

“Well, the attack is massive. I asked
for her exact age because I will have to
decide on the line of treatment on the
basis of that. There seem to be a lot of
blockages, but we will do a graphy to
find out exactly how many. These forty-
eight hours are significant. Only then
can we do the graphy. I would say her
condition is critical — she may not
make it... Let’s keep our fingers
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crossed! I hope she doesn't have dia-
betes or hypertension...”

Once again, I was dumbstruck.
When had Aai last had a blood test?
Dr. Sathe could tell us about the
blood pressure, tomorrow morning.
He switches off his phone at night.
“To be very honest, doctor, 'm not
sure about these things. Please get all
the tests done. She hardly ever went
to a doctor.”

“Let’s hope for the best! I have
already begun the treatment. 1 will
come at eight in the morning. If there’s
any problem, Sister will call me. Let’s
keep our fingers crossed, okay, Ms.
Agaskar?” the doctor said, rising.

The doctor walked off in a hurry. 1
stood there, staring after him. He
stopped near the stairs, turned around,
and came back. “Ms. Agaskar, if you
want to inform any of your relatives... to
meet her etcetera, please do so. People
live far away, you know, and by the time
they come... you know what I mean?
Anything can happen, at any time.
Later, the patient’s relatives often say
that we didn’t let them know. Okay?”

I nodded. He walked away just as
quickly as he had come back. I just
sat there, looking into the darkness
beyond the light that burned bright in
the porch. A truck roared past in the
distance.

When 1 turned around, Manu was
fast asleep with her head against the
wall, her mouth wide open. A dark, fat
man was sitting next to her, engrossed
in a Gujarati magazine. Aba’s snoring
filled the entire waiting room. Where
was Rajan? | ought to inform Smita
and Alka, I thought. Where was Avi?
Aba would have the number of his
hotel. Why hadn’t Rajan come back
yet? How should I inform Radha in
Panchgani? The poor child was alone,
and somebody would have to go and
fetch her. Who would go? Should I call
Joe? Will the late-night call irritate him
as usual? Will he say “Very good!”
when 1 tell him that Aai is dying?
Moreover, his wife would be there, next
to him. What would her reaction be?
Should 1 tell him to go fetch Radha?
Would he agree to go?

And then, all of a sudden, I remem-



bered Aai. She was all alone inside! |
ran in and stopped near bed number
441 and kept looking at Aai’s face in the
soft light. Her face was not at peace. It
never was. Once upon a time it had
been cheerful and smiling, but even
then it had had a hint of being preoccu-
pied. Her expression seemed to say, I
have to run away this instant, the
moment [ finish smiling. I have to serve
him, Manu is hungry, Avi is crying...
Then, somewhere along the way, an
expression of worry settled for ever on
that face. Smita still hasn’t returned.
Will Avi pass his exams? Will they like
Alka? What will Aba say? Many such
worries flitted across her face.
Sometimes I saw a tremendous hope
there. Sometimes, plain anxiety. I have
also seen the face celebrating several
happy occasions. When Aba got his
Outstanding Professor Award. When
Alka was approved of by Vijay, when
Smita became a doctor. When Avi
brought Meenal home that first time.
But it took only an instant to transform
that face into a picture of worry. It was
always caught up in something or the
other, always eclipsed with the shadow
of Aba and us five children. Even now
... her forehead was slightly creased,
with something unsaid hovering on her
lips... what could it be?

I wished she would rave and rant as
usual, “Nobody has time for me. That
Avi, forever drowned in his work, and
his wife... Look at you, even though you
live alone... you've put Radha in a
boarding school, and you’re busy with
your work... Manu is in her house...
Smita far away in Hong Kong... Alka in
her tea gardens. And your Aba... he was
never really mine. He came close for a
moment and then went away forever...”

Aai hated Aba’s addiction to snuff.
After filling his nose with it, he would
wipe his hands anywhere he liked — on
his shirt, his trousers, the curtains, even
the sheets. When she’d try to remove
the stains later on, they’d never go. “So
the great educationist has put his stamp
on the tablecloth too, has he?” she’d
say in exasperation.

Her marriage to Aba had been
arranged at a very early age. Her father
had promised to pay for Aba's higher
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education. “For that one reason he
agreed to marry me,” Aai used to tell us.
“What else did 1 have? Neither the
looks, nor the color...”

Aba was shiny and dark. But his
darkness had a radiance. A sharp nose,
bright eyes, a wide forehead and a tall,
trim build. Everybody was impressed
with his intellect the moment they met
him, and were immediately in awe of
him. In comparison, Aai was very short.
She was much fairer than Aba, but they
still looked like a mismatched couple.

Aai’s father kept his promise to my
father for two years after the wedding.
But then his bakery was destroyed in a
fire, and his business was ruined. Aba
wanted him to finance his education
from the insurance money. But he had
five other daughters, all of whom
looked like Aai...

Aba took out his ire on Aai. He used
to barely talk to her. He finally financed
his own education and became a pro-
fessor — of philosophy!

“Why don’t you burn that philosophy
of yours? Your wife is paying for your
children’s education by selling all the
raddi in the house. Where does the
money for your books and the cursed
snuff come from?” Aai would say
angrily.

When 1 started going to college, I
wished | had more money. There was
enough for the local, but not for the
bus, the canteen and to buy things for
myself, like most of the others did. Each
morning, I’d get ready and stand in
front of her, hand outstretched. She
would open the cupboard slowly, at her
convenience, and take out her purse, or
even go and turn off the gas stove in the
middle of it. “Aai, hurry up, I'm getting
late,” I'd say.

She would slowly take out some
change from her purse, and count it,
saying, “Eight annas for the bus and
here, take a rupee... eat some junk...”

“Aai, give me one more rupee, na...”

“Hmm. Your father has an inheri-
tance, doesn't he?”

This was our daily conversation.
Each day, as I pocketed the money she
gave me, I would think, When will I
start earning! When I gave her the
twenty or so rupees | had earned after
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doing the tracings for the architect’s
boys, I had felt this great thrill of satis-
faction.

“Look, there’s a key under my pillow,
the key to my trunk,” Aai said, sudden-
ly coming awake. The monitor next to
her let out a loud noise because of the
abrupt movement. “There’s some
money in the trunk, and my mohan-
mall. Go and get it all in the morning.”

“What for, Aai? I have money. Why
don’t you get some sleep?” 1 said.

“Do as I tell you, and do it in the
morning itself. Pay the bills of this place
with that money, and don’t tell him...”
And she went off to sleep again.

The nurse, who had calmly come up
on hearing the monitor, began taking
her pulse.

“Why is she so cold?” I asked.

“She was saying she isn’t used to the
AC ...” the nurse said casually.

I took Aai’s hand in mine. I kept
caressing that cold, calloused hand with
its short fingers. For the first time in my
life, I looked at the lines on my mother’s
palm, in that dim light. They were a ver-
itable web, running crisscross in all
directions! 1 saw the long life-line and
said, “Aai, you and I are going to spend
a lot of time together from now. We'll
talk to our heart’s content. 'm going to
get all my things and come and live with
you. The two of us will always live
together... like the wooden dolls, where
the smaller one emerges from the larg-
er one...”.

Weary after creating my destiny,
Radha’s grandmother’s hand had
somehow slipped out of mine and
dropped on to the bed. Had I let go, or
had she?

When I awoke, my head was on one
of her hands. The nurse took me aside
and said, “Go and sit outside, please.”

But why? I thought.

I looked in front of me. Where Aai
had been... just now... there was the
white sheet which she hated... Only a
familiar hand was visible, wearing
two red glass bangles, the Sai Baba
ring pressing into her finger. Aai’s
hand. It suddenly occurred to me, Aai
has been asking for red bangles all
these days. I must remember to bring
them tomorrow. —
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AR Rahman gets three Oscar nominations

usic maestro A.R. Rahman has
M become the first Indian to get three

Oscar nominations, including one
for best original score for the film ‘Slumdog
Millionaire’ and for two songs in the film viz.,
Jai ho and O saya. “I love this film. The nom-
inations have given me a great feeling. My
inspiration to compose the music was the
movie itself, its thought and the message in
the film,” Rahman told a TV channel after the
nominations were announced by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Los
Angeles on January 22.

Directed by British filmmaker Danny Boyle, ‘Slumdog
Millionaire’ got seven more nominations including for best
director, best picture and best adapted screenplay.

Indeed, Rahman has put India on the global entertain-
ment map. Earlier this month, he had won the Golden
Globe Award in the best original score category for the same
film. The music maestro dedicated the award to the “billion
people of India”.

The award clearly establishes that Rahman,
42, has been accepted globally. The musician,
who began playing instruments, when he was
only four, has been contributing to his brand
of music to listeners and audiences abroad.
He has done musicals for Broadway produc-
tions including ‘Bombay Dreams’ and ‘Lord
of the Rings’, has composed music for Nokia
and scored hit singles like Pray For Me,
Brother for the United Nations and One Love,
a tribute to the Taj Mahal. Rahman has
experimented not just with his music, but also the manner in
which it should be heard.

Mohit Chauhan, described as “a promising voice” by the
maestro himself, says Rahman is “calm, poised, dignified
and extremely excited about each and every song that he
composes”.

Rahman started composing for South Indian films at a
young age after his father died. For someone who didn't
have any formal education in music, Rahman’s been at the

helm of creating careers. p—

Cruise wants to

promote Valkyrie in India
H ollywood filmmak-
er Bryan Singer,
who is currently on a

n his directorial debut,
I President Is Coming’, Kunaal Roy
Kapoor has hit the bull’s eye. The

President Is Coming is an entertalnlng fare

‘The

promotional tour

across Asia and Europe

with superstar Tom

Cruise for his Nazi

2 thriller “Valkyrie’, has

revealed that the actor is keen on visiting
India to promote the film.

“Tom wants to go to India for the promo-
tion. His daughter (Isabella, 16, adopted) has
told him a lot about the country and he is
eager to go there. India is also an emerging
and growing market in terms of business for
us,” Singer said.

“I'd also like the Indian audience to know
that ‘Valkyrie’ is a true and extraordinary
story. It's an edge-of-the-seat assassination
thriller and is the story of a neglected event
in time,” added the director.

Set in Nazi Germany during World War II,
‘Valkyrie" is a historical thriller depicting the
July 20, 1944, plot by German army officers
to assassinate Adolf Hitler. Cruise plays
Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg, one of the
key plotters of the conspiracy.

Releasing on February 20 in India, the film
opened on December 25 in North America to
large collections. The film turned out to be
better than our expectations in America both
reaction-wise and in terms of collections.

movie, a comedy to show India’s love
for America, perfectly blends criticism
with wit and leaves you in splits. ““The
President is Coming’ isn’t so much
about the former U.S. President
George W. Bush, it’s about what he
represents in the minds of people in
India. The movie can be termed as a
perfect farewell to Bush.” For most
Indians, going to America is a solution
to all their problems and Kapoor has
beautifully presented it in the film.
Made in English, the film is for a
niche audience, but is a must watch for

all irrespective of whether they love or
hate America.

The film revolves around the former
U.S. President’s visit to India and a PR
agency’s hunt for a suitable Indian who
will shake hands with him. —

Will Smith could do Bollywood film

February 2009

H ollywood star Will Smith says he could make a Bollywood-
style film with ‘Slumdog Millionaire” director Danny Boyle,
according to a recent report.

Speaking at the premiere of his new thriller ‘Seven Pounds’, he
said he had been “looking at a few things” with the British direc-
tor, whose film has won four Golden Globe awards and 11 Bafta
nominations. Smith visited Boyle twice while he was filming
‘Slumdog Millionaire in India last year, the British director said
recently. Now it appears the project might come to fruition, the
Daily Telegraph reported. “I am looking at a few things, so hope-
fully we will make something happen. | spoke to Danny, so | sup-
pose we will have to see if anything comes out of it,” Smith said.
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ocated at a helght of 3,048

meters above Uttarkashi in

Uttarakhand, the magnifi-

cence of this rolling meadow
will surprise even the most intrepid
traveler. Endless tracts of green grass
speckled with purple, orange, white
and blue flowers undulate the land-
scape, framed by soaring jagged peaks
capped with snow. Throughout the
summer, herds of cattle graze or chew
the cud, while shepherd dogs lope
along and children peek out of Gujjar
huts. Here and there, a low-lying cloud
drifts over the meadow, enveloped it in
a breathtaking scene reminiscent of the
moors of Scotland.

Dayara Bugyal is what every trekker
and nature lover yearns for. Perched
near Bhatwari on the Uttarkashi-
Gangotri (27 km from Uttarkashi)
highway, Dayara Bugyal is a most
unspoilt wonder.

In winter, it receives heavy snowfall
and Dayara Bugyal is converted into a
dream destination for skiiers.

It is one of the best ski slopes in India
and offers alternatives to the regular,

crowed slopes of Auli, Manali and
Gulmarg. Still cocooned from com-
mercial tourism, Dayara is clean and
offers skiing slopes spread in 28 sqkm.

It is advisable to begin the 8-km trek
from Barsu to Dayara early in the
morning. The six-feet bridle path of
medium gradient winds through a
dense forest of ancient oak, cedar and
birch trees on the north-eastern spur of
the mountain leading up the ridge.

The sound of chirping crickets
among the moss-draped trees, the pug-
marks of feline friends and bear, the
screech of owls and langurs contribute
to an eerie Gothic atmosphere.

From Dayara, one can make sorties
to nearby hilltops such as Siyari Top,
Gidara Top, Bakaria Top et al. The
more adventurous can undertake the
37-km, two-day trek through thick for-
est to Dodi Tal (lake) and then on to
the road-head at Sangam Chatti.

However, for this trek, it's advisable
to hire a guide as the trail is steep and
treacherous and even locals are
rumored to have fallen to their death
from the narrow, slippery goat trail.

February 2009

On the banks of the picturesque lake
you can realize your fantasy of camp-
ing on the riverside. At 3084 meters,
Dayara Bugyal offers one of the most
captivating views of the majestic
Himalayas.

For temple enthusiasts, the famous
Sheshnag temple is enroute. This tem-
ple is situated on the Raithal-Dayara
route.

In local dialect, Bugyal means ‘high
altitude meadow’. In other words,
Dayara Bugyal is to Uttaranchal what
Khajjiar (Dalhousie) is to Himachal
Pradesh.

Dayara can be reached from either of
two villages — Arsu or Raithal. Both
are road heads and lie just off the Uttar
Kashi-Gangotri road. Nestled at the
base of the ridge that conceals the
bugyal from the road, the villages can
be reached by chartered taxis with the
ride to Barsu being 6 km, while that to
Raithal is a couple of kilometers longer.

The unforgettable dish, one can get
at Dayara Bugya, is the fresh green
gupka or wild spring onion which
grows abundantly. —



® WHITE WINTER
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A thick blanket of snow covers Kalpa town in Kinnaur district, 260 km from Shimla in
Himachal Pradesh. Tourists from various countries flock to Shimla and other winter
resorts located on the Himalayan foothills in late December and January
to have a feel of the ‘white winter’.
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